subject to any amount of defilement, and further, that the uiilk we consume is too often adulterated with water drawn from the most abominable sources ; consequently, supposing that cholera is disseminated through drinking water, we should expect that under existing circumstances it would continue to manifest itself in Calcutta in spite of our water work , just as a community could hardly be supposed to remain f ee of small-pox, if a third or a fourth of its members refused to avail themselves of the protection afforded by vaccination.
Again, the conditions of cholera among the inhabitants of Calcutta are peculiar at the pre' nt time with reference to the drainage works, now in progrebs here. The southern part of the town, which mainly constitutes " The City of Palaces," and is inhabited by the European portion of the community, has lately been thoroughly and effectually drained, but drainage workt. "not as yet been commenced in the densely crowded nati, or northern portion of the city; consequently, the bulk of the population is now, in a sanitary point of view, in exactly the same condition as it was fifteen or twenty years ago, with the exception of the advantages afforded by the new water works, which supply a pure, constant and unlimited -amount of water to every part of the town. I may here remark that the water delivered by the Calcutta water-works, has been frequently analyzed by the chemical examiner to Government during the past eighteen months, and pronounced by iiim to bo remarkably free from impurities ; so that, as I have before observed, if cholera depends on the organic matter passed from a person suffering from the disease, finding its way into our drinking water and thus posioning us, it follows that as the water we now consume is protected from such contamination, that our chances of imbibing cholera-infecting material should be much diminished : supposing, of course, we drink the water as delivered by the water company, and do not allow it to be subjected after being drawn from the mains to the bheesties' mussuclcs, or any other such prolific source of contamination.
Tiie Calcutta water-works were opened to the public in January 1870, but practically they were only brought into operation during the following April, because the natives at first refused to take the wuter from the stand-pipes, and it was laid on to few of our houses later in the year. 
